
Console and strengthen those who are mocked or bullied. Accompany
all who suffer… all who are sick or recovering from sickness or surgery
… all who grieve losses in their lives (especially Jerry, Earle, Ron,
Howard, Howard Jr., Ruth, Bev, Lois, Sue & Gene, Brian, Angela,
Marge, Gary, Joan, Sue, David, Jean Anne, Rick, Shelley, Melissa,
Amber, Kendra, Kathy, Laurie, Mark, Rita, Loretta, Sharon, and those
we name now in the silence of our hearts…).  Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
We pray for this congregation and our community. Be with those for
whom death draws near.  Sustain hospice workers, care givers, and
funeral directors.  Bless our ministries at times of death… and all who
offer support in times of grief.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We praise you for the gift of faith you have given to people of all places
and times. Give us also such faith to trust the promises of baptism and,
with them, to look for the resurrection of the dead. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.  Amen.

BENEDICTION
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good
works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and
life-giving Trinity.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace.  Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
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Palm Sunday – March 28, 2021

PRELUDE

GATHERING LITANY
Humble and riding on a donkey, we greet you.
Acclaimed by crowds and caroled by children, we cheer you.
Moving from the peace and quiet of the countryside to the corridors
of power, we salute you, Christ our Lord.
You are giving the beasts of burden a new dignity; you are giving
majesty a new face; you are giving those who long for redemption a
new song to sing. With them, with heart and voice, we shout,
“Hosanna!  Hosanna to our King!”

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.
God hears us when we cry and draws us close in Jesus Christ.
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us.  Our sin is
heavy, and we long to be free.  Rebuild what we have ruined and
mend what we have torn.  Wash us in your cleansing flood.  Make us
alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and
restorers of the world you so love.  Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails.  The promise rests on grace: by the
saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are
☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.  Journey in the way of
Jesus. Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart
through the servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in
the joyful procession of those who with their tongues confess Jesus as



Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 - 1O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his
steadfast love endures forever!   2Let Israel say, "His steadfast love endures
forever."
19Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the LORD. 20This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous
shall enter through it. 21I thank you that you have answered me and have
become my salvation.
22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
23This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 24This is the day that
the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 25Save us, we beseech
you, O LORD!  O LORD, we beseech you, give us success!
26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD.  We bless you
from the house of the LORD. 27The LORD is God, and he has given us
light. Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar.
28You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will
extol you. 29O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast
love endures forever.

Mark 11:1-11 – 1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage
and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and
said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you
enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and
bring it. 3If anyone says to you,
‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it
back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt tied near a
door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders
said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what
Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt
to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread
their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut
in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those who followed were
shouting, “Hosanna!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the
highest heaven!”

11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany
with the twelve.

SERMON

SPECIAL MUSIC Kathy Houzner

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the
world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

We pray for the church.  Bless all who call upon your name.  Unite your
church in bearing witness to the gospel.  Pour your love into our hearts
and inspire us to pour out our lives in service to the world you love.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for your good creation.  Restore lost habitats and endangered
species.  Create new possibilities for areas affected by climate change,
grant relief from natural disasters, and nurture new growth.  Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for the nations.  Instruct the powerful, that they would not
exploit their power but maintain justice.  Sustain soldiers, and guide
those who command them, that they serve those in greatest need.  Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for those in need.  Abide with those who are condemned to
death, the forsaken and forgotten.  Defend those who are falsely accused.


