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(FOR ECUMENICAL USE)
The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned
elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them
to do the same for one another.

1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the
end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him.
And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that
he had come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe,
and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon
Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not
know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One
who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are
clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not
all of you are clean.”
  12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said
to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are
right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I
have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if
you do them.”

  31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now
I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The gospel concludes:



The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon - Maundy Thursday

Kathi Matthews-Risley
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When I was growing up, my family didn’t attend Holy Week services, at

least I don’t remember attending them. As a confirmation student I attended

a Maundy Thursday service at the UCC church in Janesville which included

a meal. That may be why I remember it.

The Gospel of John details Jesus’ last night with his disciples. The washing of the disciples' feet
after their meal together only shows up in Johns’ Gospel.

Jesus knew his hour had come and he would soon return to the Father. This text in John is the
first time Jesus’ departure from this world is linked to returning to the Father.1 Jesus also knew
the destination and the path by which he would be leaving. The narrator in John’s text
tells us the devil had already “Put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to
betray him.” (13:2)

Jesus knew what was coming next but his disciples remained clueless, In fact, John 13
emphasizes the difference between Jesus’s knowledge and the incredible ignorance
around him. Even at this late point in Jesus’ ministry, his disciples repeatedly
misunderstand who Jesus is, what he is doing, and where he is going. Jesus uses this
episode in John 13 to teach his disciples two key things:
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1. That he knows his hour is drawing near,  he knows he will be betrayed and who
will betray him, and

2. He teaches them that if they are authentic followers of his, they will imitate the
kind of love he shared with them.

To demonstrate his love for them, Jesus washes his disciples feet.  He takes off his
outer robe, ties a towel around himself, pours water into a basin and starts to wash their
feet.

In ancient times, a host of a meal would show hospitality by offering his guest water to wash
their feet because of the dust they’d bring in on their sandals. The host would not actually wash
them, that task would be given to a slave. But here in John’s gospel, Jesus takes on the role of
the slave and shares this intimate act with his disciples demonstrating  his love for them .

The disciples need Jesus’ example in order to know what this type of love is. In John
13:1, the narrator describes Jesus’ readiness for his return to the Father this way:
“having loved his own in the world, he loved them unto the end”. This last phrase—to
the end—is difficult to understand. On the one hand, it easily connects to Jesus’ final
words on the cross in John 19: 30: “It has been finished”. Yet to end here misses
additional connections in the Gospel that show Jesus’ type of love goes through, but
does not end, on the cross. Instead, it is better to understand the phrase as “unto
completion” or “completely.”

Jesus’ washing symbolizes his death and resurrection that he endures on behalf of
disciples and the world. At the same time, however, it also shows us that serving one
another through the lowering of ourselves is also complete love. Jesus shows his
disciples what it means to love one another, not just in death but in life:

I am giving you a new commandment: love one another, just as I loved you so that you
might love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
should have love for one another.

Jesus came to show us how to love.

As we prepare for Good Friday, we join Jesus at his table. We too need to receive the
type of love he gives us with the washing of feet and dying on a cross. We also need to
see that Christ’s love does not end with these actions, but rather are examples of the



perfect love he gives that never ends. It is this love that enables us to love one another.
We don’t need to know all that Jesus knows. Instead Jesus challenges us to admit our
ignorance and lower our guard to receive his love. In so doing, we open ourselves to
learn and to live a life of discipleship that mirrors his love.


