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 The Gospel according to Mark, the 10th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

32 They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them; they were 

amazed, and those who followed were afraid. He took the twelve aside again and began to tell them 

what was to happen to him, 33 saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 

handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they will 

hand him over to the Gentiles; 34 they will mock him, and spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him; 

and after three days he will rise again.” 

35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we 

want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do 

for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 

glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup 

that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39 They replied, “We are able.” 

Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am 

baptized, you will be baptized; 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is 

for those for whom it has been prepared.” 

41 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42 So Jesus called them 

and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it 

over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 43 But it is not so among you; but whoever 

wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wishes to be first among you 

must be slave of all. 45 For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a 

ransom for many.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 Beloved siblings in Christ, Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Before I started in my seminary journey, I was working at a life insurance company in the 

claims department. As many of you know who have lost a loved one, there can be a good deal of 

paperwork to file a claim for various policies, and helping beneficiaries with that paperwork was my 

job: “death is a part of everyday life,” I used to quip in a bit of dark humor. As any of you who work 

with other people know, there can be some different views on what’s going on in a workplace. Maybe 

you’re sick of the corporate lingo of being “mission-focused” or AGILE or any number of acronyms 

you find in your workplace. I know I was – and frankly, even a change in vocation to pastoral ministry 

didn’t get rid of that either. There’s always some level of frustration working with other people. Maybe 

one of the worst parts is when you see others as power-hungry or manipulating their way into better 

positions or better pay. The list could go on and on. 

In this gospel this week, we find Jesus’ disciples in their “workplace” (following Jesus on the 

road to Jerusalem), a bit confused by a new mission statement Christ has announced to them. This is 

usually described as “the third time Jesus foretells his death and resurrection,” or others call it “Jesus 

predicts his death and resurrection for the third time.” This is more than a prediction, though. This is 

on their road to Jerusalem – a third trip for the Passover festival, the trip we celebrate this upcoming 

weekend with the Palm Sunday triumphal entry into Jerusalem. This is a mission statement: a 

statement of purpose, a doctrine that the others will need to heed as they are preparing to do the work 

of journeying with Jesus into Jerusalem.  

On the first day you start at a company, you often see some kind of mission statement plastered 

on orientation materials, and again whenever there are subsequent trainings. In the office environment, 

some (myself included) can roll their eyes at these as trite summaries of what someone at some higher 

office determined this company’s “values” are, but usually in the midst of working for the company, it 
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can be easy to lose focus of those in order to put your head down and get to work. Jesus’ mission 

statement for the disciples is not like that: Christ is telling them of the betrayal, the condemnation to 

death, the mocking, and the death he will face – and reminding them of the rising again! 

In many workplaces, we can find those like James and John. Those who are created to hear 

some kind of mission statement and immediately tell the leader “we want you to do for us whatever we 

ask of you!” Jesus, always in community with the disciples, and all of us, responds in kind with a 

simple enough question: “what is it you want me to do for you?” James and John go on to ask for what 

is basically a promotion: “grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 

Jesus cautions them, and with good reason, telling them that they do not know what they’re asking, and 

then Jesus reminds them that this isn’t really his promotion to give. 

And then the other ten hear this, and they are angry with James and John. How often can we 

relate to them? How often do we want that better position in our workplace? How often do we strive 

for this better place, even if it means ridiculing those who have gotten good news? No matter what the 

occasion, Jesus is there to remind us, just like the ten disciples of his upended view of greatness in this 

relationship with Him: “whoever wishes to become great among you must become your servant, and 

whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served 

but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” This is Christ spelling it out again for the 

disciples that this position of glory does not come without sacrifice. Christ is in community with us, 

created for who we are to love and serve the Lord and neighbor. 

This workplace dispute may not have gone the way yours do. They certainly didn’t go the way 

mine ever did. But here we see these twelve followers along the road with Jesus, heading into a very 

busy week in ministry: remember, even after his triumphal entry in Jerusalem, in Mark’s gospel we 

still have the lessons learned from Christ cleansing the temple, teaching others in a discourse that spans 

the 12th and 13th chapters, instituting the Lord’s Supper, praying in Gethsemane, and the trial, death, 
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and resurrection. This is a busy time, but Jesus takes time to remind the disciples, remind all of us: the 

servant, the lowly, the ones who serve others, those are who will be great or first. Christ’s death he is 

foretelling is for all, and this idea of glory will be flipped upside down – no matter what our personal 

striving for glory would tell us. Christ takes away the sin of the world, and we can walk alongside in 

community with him, not to be served, but to serve. No matter what your vocation, we can lean into 

this servant’s heart mentality. 

Amen. Thanks be to God. 


