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John 1:43-51 

 

Person-to-person—that’s “how it works.”  That is how it started with Jesus and his disciples.  That is how it 

was with Andrew and Peter… and then with Philip and Nathanael.  That’s how it has been for 2000 plus 

years.   

Parent to child… teacher to student… brother to brother… friend to friend—that’s how the Christian faith is 

passed.  That is how we meet the Jesus who calls us to follow—to “come and see him for ourselves”… and 

then to invite others to do the same.   

 

Jesus has begun to gather disciples around him.  In the verses just before ours, we find out that John has sent 

two of his disciples to follow Jesus—one of them is Andrew… who, in turn, goes and tells his brother Peter 

about Jesus and then brings Peter to meet him.   

In today’s reading, Jesus decides to go to Galilee… where he finds Philip and calls him to follow.  And then 

Philip, like Andrew, goes and tells someone else—that someone else is Nathanael.  “We have found the 

Messiah – the one about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote,” Philip tells him.  “Jesus son 

of Joseph from Nazareth.”  [Talk about a strong affirmation of faith – especially when (in John’s account 

anyway) Jesus has not yet performed a single miracle, shown a sign, or done any teaching!] 

Nathanael seems to be one of those people who approaches life with a critical lens… a certain level of 

suspicion.   He is a thinker.  He doesn’t accept anything at face value.       

Nathanael gets “caught” on the word Nazareth, the hometown of Jesus… and scoffs aloud— “Nazareth!?  

Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  He gets “caught” by the expectation that the Messiah should 

come from an important place (like Jerusalem)… from an important family.  How else will the world take 

notice?    He just can’t believe that anything or anyone important—especially God’s Messiah!— would come 

out of such an insignificant “out of the way” place like Nazareth.   

I mean, important people don’t just come out of nowhere, right?!?  Except in the Bible.  That is one of the 

distinctive things about how God prefers to work, it seems… through “unimportant” / average / ordinary 

people… from insignificant / “out of the way” places.  Over and over, in the Bible, people are brought onto 

the scene with no impressive resume as to their “credentials” or background / experience.  We are never told 

why Jesus chose who he did as his disciples… or why God chose Abraham (and not someone else) to be the 

father of God’s people… or why God called 12 year old Samuel to be a prophet… or why God chose Mary 

and Joseph to be Jesus’ parents… or why… (well, you get the picture).  

Of course, Jesus turns Nathanael around quickly enough… and draws him in, as he does with most people he 

interacts with.  But that is not where I want us to focus our attention today. What catches my attention most 

in this story is the interaction between Philip and Nathanael.   

Philip obviously knows Nathanael… and what kind of guy he is—I mean, you don’t tell just anyone when 

you meet the Messiah.  You tell those closest to you—a family member (like Andrew did)… or a good friend 

(which is, I’m guessing, what Nathanael is to Philip).  Well, if Philip knows Nathanael well, then I’m 

guessing he might have anticipated Nathanael’s skeptical / less-than-positive reaction to his news.    
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But that doesn’t stop him.  He goes and tells Nathanael anyway—because he can’t NOT share it… this news 

is too good NOT to share!  

And notice how Philip responds to Nathanael’s sarcastic / dismissive remark.     He doesn’t try to convince 

Nathanael by arguing with him.  He doesn’t get defensive.  He doesn’t walk away hurt or angry, promising 

never to share anything important with Nathanael again.  He simply invites Nathanael to “come and see” for 

himself…  

- Come and see for yourself if Jesus really is the fulfillment of everything God has said and done.   

- Come and see Jesus for yourself, and make up your own mind after you meet him.   

And Nathanael came… and saw (and was seen)… and he was changed by his interaction with Jesus—

because of Philip’s invitation to “come and see.”   

 

That’s how it works.  People become Christians because they’ve heard others tell them about Jesus… 

because they seen what the Christian faith has done for those they know and love and respect.    

But that does, of course, beg the question—Do our lives point to Jesus?  Do our lives (individually / 

corporately) reflect the Jesus we find in the Bible? 

- The Jesus who healed the sick and cast out demons… and offered needed words of forgiveness… 

- The Jesus who welcomed all (especially the marginalize / “insignificant”)… who showed God’s 

extravagant love / grace in and through his interactions with others… 

- The Jesus who said “love your neighbor as yourself… and love your enemies, too”…   

- The Jesus who showed us how to lead / serve… NOT with might / power BUT with love… 

- The Jesus who stood up to the authorities / spoke truth to power – at the expense of his life…  

Dear friends, John’s Gospel (and the Synoptic’s, too!) agree on this point:  It is not enough to just believe in 

Jesus.  Discipleship consists of following him—sometimes all the way to the cross.  Discipleship is a 

willingness to walk with Jesus (where he walks).  For in walking with Jesus, we learn who he is.  As we 

learn who he is, we learn what it really means to follow him.   

The saying passed down from the early years of the church can still ring true: “See those Christians, how 

they love one another.”  Is that what others see in us?!   

Our task as Christians is NOT to try to push or cram our faith down someone else’s throat.  Our task is 

NOT even to persuade / try to prove the truth of the Christian faith… or try to convince others to become 

Christian.  Our task, first and foremost, is simply to invite others to “come and see”… and… (and this is 

really important!) let our lives (our words / actions / affiliations / decisions / way of life) point to Jesus – to 

who he is / to what he’s done…    

“Come and see” – these words sum up not just this initial encounter with Jesus, but much of John’s gospel… 

which is built around encounters with Jesus—from the early disciples, to the Pharisee name Nicodemus, to 

the Samaritan woman at the well, to the man born blind, to Peter and Pilate and eventually Thomas.   
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Across the pages of John’s Gospel, there are women and men, Jews and Gentiles, rich and poor, people of all 

shapes and sizes that Jesus meets.  And to each one, in one way or another, Jesus says the same thing: 

“Come and see” –  

- Come and see the new thing that God is doing…  

- Come and see your future open up in front of you…  

- Come and see the grace of God that I make manifest and accessible to ALL.   

In response, some take up Jesus’ invitation and follow.  Some are puzzled and confused.  Some just plain 

don’t believe Jesus’ offer.  And some not only follow, but invite others to do the same.   

 

Philip is a good example for us, I think—for how to share the good news of Jesus with others.  Our job is to 

invite—NOT to push… NOT to pressure… just to invite: “Come and see”… to tell what Jesus has done for 

us… to live as Jesus has taught us to live / reflect his humility and grace and love… his wide welcome and 

embrace… and let the Spirit do the rest.   

If the people we invite aren’t interested or if they dismiss what we’re saying or make some sarcastic / smart-

aleck remark (as Nathanael did)—leave it to God...   

Because we know that the good news of the Gospel (of God’s love for us and all the world) can be hard to 

truly grasp and believe (at times, anyway).   

And sadly, we know that we (“Christians” / “the church”) have given people good reason to be skeptical 

about Jesus / about the Christian faith.  We haven’t always done a very good job of “showing” Jesus to the 

world… of “showing” those around us how he has changed us—for the better.  Given what we see so-called 

“Christians” doing and saying today… it’s understandable why people aren’t sure about God / “Christianity” 

/ “the church”… why they hesitate… why they discount it / walk away…   

One of the most powerful means of witnessing to our faith… is for us to live a life that reflects the love and 

grace of God in Christ… and trust that, through the Spirit, God will enable them to experience Christ through 

us.   

Actions really do speak louder than words.  The way we live out our faith matters.   

- How will the people you meet see Jesus through you? What will their impression be?   

- Is it possible that you might see Jesus through them?   

Person to person – that is how it works.   

That’s how it started with Jesus and his disciples.  That is how it was with Andrew and Peter… and then with 

Philip and Nathanael.  That’s how it has been for 2000 plus years.   

Come, Holy Spirit, that we may see and experience Jesus anew.  Come, Holy Spirit, that we may share his 

gracious love with others.  Come, Holy Spirit, that our lives may bear witness to the grace of God made 

known to us and available to us in Jesus.  Transform us from within… and give us courage to invite others to 

“come and see.”  Amen.   


