
Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding 

ministries of this congregation and community. Guide us to share your 

bounty with those who hunger or live in poverty. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you 

thanks for those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness. Give 

us such courage until that day when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. 

Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

COMMUNION 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

Most High God, you have come among us in this meal. By the Spirit’s 

power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and 

grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen. 
  

SENDING SONG               “All Earth is Hopeful”                       #266 
 

BENEDICTION & DISMISSAL 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we 

may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ 

Jesus for whom we wait. Amen. 
 

Go in peace. Christ is near.  Thanks be to God. 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 December 19, 2021 

 

THE GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH Light four candles. 

We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of 

preparation for Christ’s advent.  As we light the candles on this wreath, 

open our eyes to see your presence in the lowly ones of this earth.  

Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of your advent among us 

in the Word made flesh.  Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose 

coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”       #254     
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, 

who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God for whom we wait, in the presence of one another, we confess 

our sin before you. We fail in believing that your good news is for 

us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of 

self in material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We 

forget that we are your children and turn away from your love. 

Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. 

Amen. 
 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children of 

the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine 

mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant 

grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may 

receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



SPECIAL MUSIC                          Middle School Tone Chimes 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS                     Micah 5:2-5a 

              Psalm 80:1-7 

                   Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

GOSPEL – Luke 1:39-55 
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 

hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in 

her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and 

exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed 

is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the 

mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of 

your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she 

who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to 

her by the Lord.”  
 

46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices 

in God my Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his 

servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 

thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their 

thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good 

things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, 

in remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 

SERMON         Marie Leafblad, Asst. to the Bishop 
            

SERMON SONG          “Canticle of the Turning”             #723 
  

BAPTISM (10:30am) – Kody Axel Beth 
 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and 

places that yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the 

church’s gifts and ministries for your service, bringing your word to all 

who seek your transforming grace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great. 
 

Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have 

made. Renew barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make 

us servants of your creation that brings forth abundant life. And please 

be with all those whose lives and livelihoods have been impacted by 

recent tornados, fires, and storms.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great. 
 

Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. 

Strengthen those who seek justice. Bless the work of community 

organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call our attention to 

imbalances of power. Nurture humility and integrity in those elected to 

serve, that their focus is on the good of all and not just the few.  Hear us, 

O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your 

lovingkindness to teen parents and women who are pregnant and 

preparing to given birth. Comfort any who are struggling with infertility 

or grieving loss through miscarriage / stillbirth.  Be present with those 

who await test results, are in treatment and hospice care, and are 

otherwise in need of your tender care and healing (especially Alice, Sue, 

Trinity, Joan, Cheri, Jackson, Kaitlyn, Jack, Lorna, Ruth, Phil, Gary, 

Bev, Angela, Laurie, Mark, Rita, Loretta, and those we name now…). 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 


