
Pentecost.2020 
Acts 2:1-21; John 20:19-23; 1 Cor. 12:3b-13 
 

PENTECOST is considered the birth-day of the church: a celebration of that day when the church came into 

being by the power of the Holy Spirit… when God’s life-giving, empowering breath blew through Jesus’ 

followers… and they “officially” began the work they were called to do—sharing the good news of Jesus 

Christ, crucified and risen, and the new life that comes through him… proclaiming the forgiveness of sins… 

making disciples of all nations…  

As the story is told in Acts, thousands of people were in Jerusalem for the Festival of Weeks—an 

agricultural festival of “first fruits”… but also a celebration of the day God gave Moses the 10 

commandments at Mt. Sinai as the “way of life” by which God’s people are to live.   

Jesus’ disciples were in Jerusalem, too… gathered together in the upstairs room… waiting  (as Jesus had told 

them to do)… and praying.  And suddenly… it happened!  Wind and flames as of fire swept through the 

house… AND through the disciples!  Those outside thought a party was going on even though it was only 

9:00 in the morning.  A huge crowd gathered around… and Peter began to preach, “explaining” what was 

happening: “God has given us the Holy Spirit!”  And 3000 people confessed Christ and were baptized… and 

BOOM – the church was born!   

But does the Holy Spirit always act with such wild, special effects?  Clearly, the answer is “no”… and maybe 

that’s part of the problem when it comes to this mysterious 3rd person of the Trinity… and our celebration 

of PENTECOST.   

What does PENTECOST mean for us today?  Is it just a remembrance? Or is it more?   

When you think about it, PENTECOST really should be the 3rd great holy-day (holiday) of the church, next to 

Christmas and Easter.  I mean, shouldn’t we celebrate God’s ongoing presence and power through the Holy 

Spirit—the 3rd person of the Trinity… as much if not more than the birth and then the death and 

resurrection of the Son—the 2nd person of the Trinity?!  Yet the truth is most of us treat Pentecost as just 

another Sunday.  I wonder why?!Perhaps because we’re not quite sure what to make of the Holy Spirit… 

and the Spirit’s work in our lives / in the world… today.   

We believe in the Holy Spirit.  But what, really, does that mean – to us?   

What do we or should we expect of the Holy Spirit - today?  In our lives?  In the church?  In the world? 

“The Spirit blows where it chooses,” Jesus says in John’s Gospel, “you hear the sound of it, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes” (3:8).  The Spirit is a mystery… like the wind.  We can’t see it; 

yet we know when it comes… and we know when it goes…  

This week, as I reflected on the readings assigned for today, I noticed a common thread that I’d never really 

noticed before—the Holy Spirit’s arrival does NOT remove the disciples from their hardships and 

challenges... or necessarily make their lives “easier.”  Instead, the Holy Spirit accompanies and helps them 

to live and persevere amid the struggles and challenges.   
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In John’s gospel – the disciples are hiding in the upper room… behind locked doors… afraid  that those who 

crucified Jesus may come after them, too.  What does Jesus do as he breathes the Holy Spirit upon them?  

He doesn’t tell them to leave Jerusalem… and he doesn’t encourage them to stay hiding away behind 

closed doors.   He sends them OUT—out into that dangerous world.  “As the Father has sent me, so I now 

send you,” he says as he breathes the Holy Spirit upon them… and then he gives them the important but 

difficult task of breaking down walls… of relationship-building: of reconciliation and forgiveness.  The Holy 

Spirit’s job is to give them the strength and courage they will need to follow Jesus’ command and 

commission.     

It’s similar in Acts – the disciples are waiting and praying for the gift of the Holy Spirit (that Jesus promised 

them before he ascended into heaven).  And when the Spirit blows through them, they don’t stay shut-up 

inside with their small group.  They go public—out into the world to proclaim the good news of God… to 

people—strangers / “outsiders” / even “enemies”—who wouldn’t necessarily be “open” to their message.      

Men who had been held back in fear are suddenly “set free” with a deep sense of God’s Spirit blowing in 

and through them; and with that rushing wind of the Spirit, came a surge of courageous energy that hadn’t 

been there before.  

And, in Paul’s letter to the church in Corinth (which, you might remember, was a church divided… in 

conflict) – WHY is the Spirit is given?  Not to make believers more self-centered, prideful, and high-minded 

about the gifts they’d been given—that was part of their problem.  No, the Spirit was given to help 

individual members to look beyond their individual wants and needs, hopes and fears… and to equip them 

with distinct gifts—ALL in order to work together for the “common good.”   

It’s clear that the Holy Spirit is NOT some kind of super hero that is sent to rescue or save us.  No, the Holy 

Spirit is the One who comes to equip us and empower us… to walk with us —helping us not just to see but 

also to respond to the needs of our neighbors and the larger community around us with a persistence and 

commitment and courage that does not give up: calling out hatred and violence… confronting injustice and 

evil… standing with the oppressed, the hurting, they dying… speaking the truth that must be spoken…  

I guess it makes sense.  In John’s Gospel, after all, Jesus describes the Spirit as the paraklete —the One who 

“comes along side” of us… the One who helps us / advocates for us... the One who remains with us… and 

strengthens us / sends us.  But maybe that’s the problem.  More often than not, I think, we want / expect 

the Holy Spirit to act differently than it does.   

Most days, I think we would prefer that the Holy Spirit would equip and send someone else OUT to do work 

of the kingdom... to leave us alone and let us focus on what we want to focus on / to do what we want to 

do  (which is more often about ourselves than about our neighbors in need)…    

Most days we would prefer that the Holy Spirit would make our lives easier—remove all the obstacles and 

challenges along the way… and give us blessings and joys and gifts that we can enjoy.  And if and when 

challenges do come and threaten to overwhelm us in the moment, we would prefer that the Holy Spirit 

would just plain save us… or at least take us away from it all…   
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But, as my colleague, Rev. Dr. David Lose put it in one of his PENTECOST reflections:  

“The operative preposition with the Spirit seems to be with rather than from—as in being with us during 

challenges rather than taking those challenges away from us. 

…while we may often hope that God will remove us from challenging or difficult situations, God often, 

instead, comes along side us in the presence of the Holy Spirit… in order to strengthen us and equip us to 

endure—even flourish—amid these challenges / difficulties.   

Why?  Perhaps because God may actually be working through us for the common good, to care for the 

needs of our neighbors, community, and world.  We have a purpose: to care for those around us as God 

cares for us… to make wherever we may find ourselves a better place… to share God’s love in word and 

deed so that others may know they are not alone and, indeed, are loved.  We are here, that is, not simply 

for ourselves but for those around us.” 

Dear friends, we, the church, are called to be a force of transformation / renewal in and for the world.  

The PENTECOST call is for us to move beyond our individual concerns and wants and wishes… to be able to 

see ourselves as part of a larger community / a larger mission.  We are called together with others to be a 

particular kind of community—  

• A community that celebrates differences / sees diversity as the gift-from-God that it is!   

• A community that is united in one purpose / one mission—God’s!   

• A community that confronts the wrongs, speaks the truth, and works together for the common good… 

for ALL!   

For we are, as Paul reminds us, the body of Christ—the church—equipped and sent OUT to care for this 

world—the WHOLE world and everyone in it.  The Holy Spirit reminds us of this role… and enables us to 

fulfill it.  It may NOT always be all that we want… but it is what the world around us needs.   

The promise of PENTECOST is NOT that God will always work special effects in our lives or in the world… or 

that everything will always go smoothly… or that we will not suffer difficulties, challenges, or hardships… or 

that God will remove us from those difficulties and challenges that do come our way.   

No, the promise of PENTECOST is that in and through the Holy Spirit, God comes to be with us… to show us 

new possibilities… to push us out into the world…to use ALL that we have and ALL that we are – for the 

good of those around us.   

It really is an incredible promise, when you think about it.   

The Holy Spirit is the One who comes along side us—to be our advocate… to comfort us / encourage us… to 

ease our stress and remind us of God’s presence.  And sometimes the Holy Spirit is the One who comes 

along side us—to strengthen and equip us for the work we’re called to do… to give us the courage we need 

to speak the truth that must be spoken… to prompt us–yes, even to push us—to speak and act… in Jesus’ 

name.   



4 
 

On the first PENTECOST, the Spirit of God took hold of the first apostles with a force like a mighty wind, and 

they were set on fire for the work that Jesus commissioned them to do.   

As baptized Christians, we, too, have been filled with that same Spirit… we, too, have been given gifts to be 

used in service to others….   

PENTECOST is a call to action—into the tough business of being the church today: of relationship-building… 

of reconciliation and forgiveness… of breaking down barriers… of a unity that values diversity… of standing 

up for and with the oppressed and broken…  

PENTECOST reminds us that we are, indeed, people filled with the Spirit—people with gifts that this world 

desperately needs:  

• wisdom for a world searching for meaning 

• knowledge for a world seeking insight and understanding 

• healing and forgiveness for a world torn apart by violence and hatred and division and discord 

• prophecy for a world in need of direction and accountability 

• discernment of spirits for a world confronted by competing forces and competing voices that call out for 

our loyalty and attention 

The power of the Spirit worked wonders in and through the lives of the first apostles.  
 
The power of the Spirit worked wonders in and through the lives of believers down through the ages.   
 
What wonders will the Spirit work in and through us… here… today?   
Are we open and ready for the Spirit to blow us out into the world… in new directions?   
 
As I said last week: We will never change the world by going to church… but we will by BEING the church—
by sharing God’s surprising, life-giving word of grace and forgiveness (in word and in deed)… by living into 
God’s way of justice and peace…      
 
Come, Holy Spirit, Come!  Blow on our embers and remind us—each of us—what power have to change 
this world for good!   
 
   


