
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lessons and Carols for Christmas 
Sunday, December 26, 2021 

 
At Christmas the people of God gather to celebrate the birth of the Word made 

flesh, Christ our Lord. Luke recounts the familiar story of shepherds and 

angels; John’s gospel tells of the Word that dwells among us, full of grace and 

truth. The meaning of Christmas is made clear: the light shines in the 

darkness.  It is in the liturgy that we encounter the Word made flesh—in the 

people of God gathered together as the body of Christ, and in the meal around 

the holy table.  We go forth to be bearers of light as we proclaim this good 

news to all the ends of the earth. 
 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CAROL “Joy to the World” (vs. 1, 3-4)   #267 
 

CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE 

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 

     By day and night he shines for all to see. 

Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 

     that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 

God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 

     so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal  

     life. 

Jesus is the light of the world. 

     Jesus is the light of our lives. 

Sing to God a new song! 

     A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 
  

OPENING PRAYER 

Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a lifeline to us 

in our darkness—a beam of light that shines through Jesus.  

Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation.  

Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life.  Fill us with the 

wonder and joy of his presence in the world and in our hearts.  

Amen. 
  



LESSONS AND CAROLS 

First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a 

CAROL “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (vs. 1, 3-4)   #279 

 

Second Reading: Luke 1:26-35, 38 

CAROL “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” (vs. 1-2, 4)        #265 

 

Third Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 

CAROL    “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”    #288 

 

Fourth Reading: Luke 2:8-20 

CAROL     “Angels We Have Heard on High”              #289 

 

Fifth Reading: Matthew 2:1-11 

CAROL      “What Child is This”                           #296 

 

Sixth Reading: John 1:1-14 

CAROL          “Love Has Come”                          #292 

 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 

     Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 

In his light, draw all to the manger 

     to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 

In his light, draw all to the manger 

     to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 

In his light, draw all to the manger 

     to sing for joy with the angels. 

In the brightness of his life 

     cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger  

     in the world. 

It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 

     In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life.  Amen. 
  

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As 

we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace 

and truth you offer at your table / in your meal… and renew in us the 

song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  (with responses) ELW - p. 110 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
  

CAROL   “Go, Tell it on the Mountain”  #290 
 

BLESSING 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 

     Praise God, all creatures here below! 

You are the shepherds telling the story. 

     We tell it in the streets and across the land. 

You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving. 

     We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures. 

You are the angels announcing peace. 

     We live with joy and go now in peace. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Glory to God in the highest!  Peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.  Thanks be to God. 
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