
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these 

and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus 

Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new 

beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, 

nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love 

to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

COMMUNION 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the 

abundance of your house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim 

your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of your grace in your 

Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  

SENDING SONG   “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”    #304 
 

BENEDICTION 

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over 

you, and who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your 

coming in, today and forever. Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
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THE GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

GATHERING SONG        “This is the Spirit’s Entry Now”           #448    
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, 

and calls us by name. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you and 

your beloved children. We have turned our faces away from your 

glory when it did not appear as we expected. We have rejected your 

word when it made us confront ourselves. We have failed to show 

hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance 

for the things we have done and the things we have left undone. 

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead 

us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and 

reflect your love for all creation. Amen. 
 

Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 

You are descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of 

Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children 

of God. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy 

Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born 

of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice 

to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC               Choir   
 



SCRIPTURE READINGS                Isaiah 43:1-7 

                    Psalm 29 

                         Acts 8:14-17 
 

GOSPEL – Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 

their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John 

answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who 

is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 

his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather 

the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.” 
 

  21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had 

been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy 

Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 

from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.” 
 

SERMON                       
            

SERMON SONG          “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”                 #311 
  

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are 

bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

A brief silence. 

By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to 

share the good news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent 

in prayer and service, that all people know they are precious in God’s 

sight. Draw us together in love that we may be one.  God of grace, hear 

our prayer. 
 

You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard 

rivers, seas, and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. 

Secure access to clean water for all and protect the land from drought 

and flood. Renew your creation and protect all creatures from harm. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders 

who will protect vulnerable people in their care… who will work for the 

common good. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or retaliation 

for the sake of mercy and justice. And grant courage to those who put 

themselves at risk to protect others.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure 

us that we will not be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or 

pain, confusion or weakness. Continue to strengthen and uphold medical 

personnel who are worn and weary and struggling with compassion 

fatigue in the face of this ongoing pandemic.  Uphold those who 

struggle with depression or anxiety.  Console and comfort all who are 

grieving losses and bring healing  to those who are sick or undergoing 

treatment or surgery (especially Sue, Trinity, Joan, Cheri, Jackson, 

Kaitlyn, Jack, Lorna, Ruth, Phil, Gary, Bev, Angela, Laurie, Mark, Rita, 

Loretta, and those we name now…). God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who 

are newly baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to 

be faithful in fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-

seeking. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those 

you have called by name into your eternal embrace. Comfort us in grief 

and release us from fear. Hold us safe in your arms of mercy and bring 

us with them into your promise of life eternal.  God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 
 

 


