
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to 

you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 

COMMUNION 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we 

could ever ask.  As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen 

us to love the world as you have taught us.  In your name we pray. 

Amen. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE     “For the Beauty of the Earth”  #879 

(vs. 1-2, 4-5)          
 

BENEDICTION & DISMISSAL 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with 

us, ☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen. 
 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  

Thanks be to God.  

 
 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS016842. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. 
Used by permission. 

14th Sunday after Pentecost / Pentecost 14B  

 August 29, 2021 
 

THE GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

GATHERING SONG “Gather Us In” (vs. 1, 3-4)       #532                 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God  

of miracles, the God of mercy.  Amen. 
 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to 

share.  We question your ways when they differ from the ways of 

the world in which we live.  We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and 

your ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?  Share 

with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  

Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed 

and nourished.  By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more 

than enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s 

mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward 

creatures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the 

outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within 

ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS            

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

Psalm 15 

James 1:17-27 



GOSPEL – Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23  
1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 

Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his 

disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 
3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly 

wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do 

not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also 

many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and 

bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do 

your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat 

with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about 

you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors me with their lips, 

but their hearts are far from me; 7in vain do they worship me,   

teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 8You abandon the commandment 

of God and hold to human tradition.” 

  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all 

of you, and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going 

in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” 

  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions 

come: fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, 

licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come 

from within, and they defile a person.” 
 

SERMON         Yvonne Smith, Parish Nurse 
           

SERMON SONG       “Restore In Us, O God”            #328 
  

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS 

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for all who seek your 

presence and gracious forgiveness. Fill it with pastors, deacons, and 

leaders who echo your expansive and generous welcome.  Give all 

members the inspiration to be doers of the word.  Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the whole of creation, that plants and animals have the 

habitat and resources to thrive and flourish. Inspire us to protect 

threatened habitats and ensure a sustainable future for generations to 

come. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the nations of the world… for all who serve in positions of 

authority. Raise up and equip wise and discerning leaders in federal, 

state, and local governments and guide them to seek the benefit of every 

person. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who are in need. Support and encourage those who are 

unemployed, underemployed, or experiencing poverty. Bring food, 

shelter, clothes, and stability for daily life. Provide for all whose lives 

have been impacted by wildfires and storms, earthquakes and 

hurricanes.  Bring comfort and healing to our loved ones in need of your 

care: especially the family and friends of Sue Clingman; Jerry, Phil, 

Ann, Earle, Deb & Jeff, Lisa, Gary, Jim, Jenny, Cheri, Bev, Harry, 

Howard, Sue, Ruth, Angela, Kathy, Laurie, Mark, Rita, Loretta, and 

those we name now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts…).   Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for this congregation, especially those beginning a new school 

year. Empower teachers and school administrators with your loving 

wisdom and care. Guide students in their learning and development.  

Accompany parents, foster parents, and caregivers who provide 

encouragement and love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We give thanks for the faithful departed who showed us how to honor 

God with our heart. Inspire us by their example and renew our faith, 

trusting that we will be united with them in glory. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 


