
2020.Sermon – Pentecost 7A 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

To weed or not to weed, that is the question.   

The presence of weeds in our gardens / fields / front yards irritates us!  We want to pull them out… dig ‘em 

up… get rid of these pesky, unwanted plants.  We try… but it’s hard (if not impossible) to stay ahead of 

them…  

I learned this lesson early on.  One of my chores growing up was weeding the gardens at home.  I disliked 

the job for 2 reasons: 1) In the early part of the season, it was hard to figure out which were the weeds and 

which were the plants that were supposed to be coming up; and 2) In the later part of the growing season, it 

was impossible to stay ahead of the weeds because their roots were deep and intertwined with the roots of the 

other plants—you couldn’t pull them out without pulling the other plants out too!  I always thought: why 

bother?!  And yet, I knew why.  If the weeds were allowed to grow freely, they would gradually take over 

the whole garden.  

How strange it is, then, to hear Jesus’ words in this parable today…  

    -------------------------------------------------- 

As you know, the Parable of the Weeds is one of a series of parables that all focus on God’s kingdom… one 

of several that has to do with seeds and planting / farming.   

Last week’s parable—The Parable of the Sower—made it clear that the “seed” of God’s Word is powerful 

enough to change the world / bring about a marvelous harvest, BUT it is,  at the same time, vulnerable—not 

all seeds grow / flourish.  Depending on the kind of soil the seeds fall on, they can be eaten up by birds, 

burned up by the hot sun, or choked out by thorns.    

This week we have the Parable of the Weeds… 

A farmer carefully plants a field of wheat—his rows perfectly straight… his seed, of the highest quality.  He 

did it all right and then went to bed, content that he had done everything he could to ensure a bumper crop.   

But while he (and the farmhands) slept, an enemy came in and, with equal care, planted weed seed in the 

same rows.  Even worse, the weeds he planted were something called “darnel or cockle” – which looks just 

like wheat (until it reaches maturity), but which is poisonous if too many of its little seeds turn up in the 

milled flour.   

When the wheat starts to grow, the farmhands notice the presence of the weeds—good eyes, right?!  They 

see the weeds growing right together with the wheat.  Did the farmer use “dirty” seed?!  They ask.  

No!  This was NOT an accident… seeds distributed by the breeze of the day.  This was done on purpose!   

They ask the farmer if he wants them to go and start pulling out the weeds—It is a reasonable response / the 

logical thing to do!  Otherwise the darnel will go to seed and the next season, the field will be full of weeds!  

But, contrary to all good sense, the farmer tells them to “let it be.”   

“Let them grow together until the harvest,” he says, “It will all get sorted out then.”   

    -------------------------------------------------- 
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I think one key to this parable lies NOT so much with the weeds sown amidst the wheat by the enemy (why 

evil exists)… BUT, instead, with the response of the farmhands… the well-meaning BUT potentially 

devastating “good intentions” of those servants who thought it was their job to get rid of the weeds.  “If you 

try to pull out the weeds, you’ll uproot the wheat as well,” the farmer says, “and the end result will be worse 

than that of the ‘enemy’… When the time is right, we’ll know which is which.  Then we’ll separate them and 

put the wheat in the barn and the weeds in the fire.”   

Too often, it seems, God’s worst enemies are God’s ‘friends’—like those well-meaning farmhands.  How 

many of us can think of examples of congregations / communities torn apart by a small group of members 

crusading to “pull the weeds” from the field… to “purify” the church / community?!  Often these people have 

the best of intentions.  They’re trying to be faithful servants of God.  They’re doing what they think God 

wishes.  They’re going to do their part to help God eliminate the sin and evil in the church / world.   

The Pharisees in Jesus’ day sought to be the good “weeders”—but they thought Jesus and his followers were 

some of the ‘weeds’ that needed to be plucked up and destroyed.   

It’s not always easy to distinguish between the wheat and the weeds…  

We, too, can be quick to judge, can’t we?!… as if we’re sure we can tell the difference between the wheat 

and the weeds… between ‘good’ seed and ‘bad’ seed.  Turn us loose with our machetes and there is no 

telling what we will chop down and what we will spare.   

We “weeders” can easily make the wrong judgments… and when we start going down that road of making it 

our agenda to decide between “the good” and “the bad,” the wheat and the weeds… we might very well 

discover that others will make similar conclusions about us.   

Dear friends, Jesus knows that we can’t possibly know who the wheat are and who the weeds are.  Or maybe 

Jesus knows even more so, as we do… that so often we are both.  Wheat and weed.  Sheep and goat.  Saint 

and sinner.  THIS is the truth of our human reality.  When we look at ourselves honestly—at our own hearts / 

lives—we likely find plenty of weeding that needs to be done.  Our self-righteousness / selfish ways are often 

as weedy as the sins that we are so quick to point out and condemn in others.  In the garden of our own souls, 

we find that we are, indeed, both weeds and wheat—these two seem to wrap around each other and grow 

pretty closely together.  We are, as Martin Luther so aptly put it, simul justus et peccator = “simultaneously 

saint and sinner.”   

    -------------------------------------------------- 

To weed or not to weed, that is the question.   

Jesus’ parable today speaks not only of the weedy realities of this present life (in ourselves / the church / 

world)… but also of the loving wisdom and patience of God—of God’s plan for the redemption of ALL of 

God’s creation.   

When Jesus looked at people, he saw their potential—for good… for faith… for healing… for 

transformation.  Jesus did not weed out Judas, who would betray him into the hands of his enemies… Jesus 

did not weed out Peter, who would deny even knowing him…  Jesus did not weed out Saul—a persecutor 

of the early church… The list goes on and on.   
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If Jesus were to weed out ALL of the ‘bad’ seed—WHO would be left?!   

So, what are we to do?  Are we to sit back and do nothing?  Are we to turn a blind eye to the “evil” in this 

world?  No.  The farmer’s command to “allow the weeds and the wheat to grow together in the field” is NOT 

a call to passivity / non-action… to apathy / ambivalence on our part.  It’s NOT a call to ignore the evil and 

injustices so pervasive in the world… the violence and division so marked in our society… or the wrongs so 

rooted in our churches / communities.   

We, as Christ’s followers, cannot and should not excuse ourselves from our responsibility to live differently 

in this world… and to speak out against / to challenge ALL that is counter to God’s vision of shalom for the 

world.  BUT to speak out against… to challenge / confront… is NOT the same as taking on the role of 

judge… with the power to condemn and destroy.   

Does this mean that the world is hopelessly compromised?!  No. Jesus never implies that there will be no 

judgment.  In fact, he makes it clear that all the causes of sin / all that is evil… will be judged / destroyed… 

in God’s time!   

This parable, like others in Matthew’s gospel, contains an important promise—that, in the wisdom of God, 

there will be a separation of weeds from wheat (…of good fish from bad… of sheep from goats)— BUT this 

‘harvest’ will take place in God’s way and on God’s timetable, NOT ours!   

So, what can we do?  I think the answer is pretty clear when we read this Parable of the Weeds along with 

the Parable of the Sower from last week.   

• We can help sow the seed—the good seed of God’s Word.   

• We can work against evil… work for the good – in ourselves, in our communities, in the world.     

• We can care for our neighbors… stand up to / speak out against injustice… and support those in 

need.   

• We can share the good news of the God who comes to us in grace and love… the God who, through 

the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, seeks to transform… and renew… and give life—to ALL!   

Simply put, we can BE the good… LIVE the gospel… BE the light / the salt in the world!           

Our job is NOT to take matters into our own hands and start yanking up every sinful thing we see every 

time we see it.  Our job is to LIVE into this kingdom that reflects God’s gracious, patient farming 

practices… by learning to live in the field in which wheat and weeds grow together.   

As far as the farmer in the parable is concerned, the weeds don’t threaten the wheat!  They can grow 

together.  The threat comes from how the farmhands—how WE—react to the weeds in our midst.  When the 

farmer tells the farmhands to “let” things be—the Greek word used there is the same word used in the Lord’s 

Prayer and elsewhere for “forgiveness”…  

Our job is to help God’s good seed grow in this world—trusting that God IS at work in and among us… 

and that God will have God’s way in the world… and that, in God’s time / in God’s way… ALL be 

redeemed and transformed.   

It is God who makes the final judgment… not us.  It is God who reaps the final harvest… not us.   And that, I 

think, is good news!  Very good news, indeed!  AMEN. 


