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Mark 6:14-29; Amos 7:7-15 

 

Prophets, by definition, are not easy to be around… especially if you don’t want to hear God’s Word of 

TRUTH spoken to you.   

Be honest.  How many of you like to be told that you’re “in the wrong”? that you’re “going in the wrong 

direction”? that you need to “change your ways”?   

We don’t typically like it when we are confronted with the lies / falsehoods behind our self-constructed 

“truths” that keep us comfortable in this world.  We don’t like it when we are shown the crooked / “out of 

kilter” pieces of our lives… our sinful / self-centered ways any more than anyone else.   

Which is why we, too easily, resist God’s TRUTH as it applies to us… why we try to avoid / block-out the 

TRUTH-tellers that God sends our way… why we shy away from / neglect our calling, as Christians, to be 

TRUTH-tellers to each other / to those in power / to the world around us—for we know that if we speak and 

live the TRUTH of God’s kingdom ways of mercy and justice, love and peace.  As with Jesus and his 

forerunner, John the Baptist… there will likely be a cost to pay.   

 

Biblical prophets—like Amos and John the Baptist—were individuals called by God to speak God’s TRUTH 

to God’s people.  Prophets weren’t typically sent when things were going well… when God’s people were 

following God / God’s ways.  They were sent to speak God’s TRUTH when things had gone wrong / when 

God’s people had turned away from God to their own ways.  It was the prophet’s job to “tell it like it was”… 

to hold out the plumbline of God’s TRUTH to show people the error of their ways… to call people to repent / 

to turn back to God / God’s ways of mercy and justice, love and peace.   

The call of the prophet was… and is… a hard one.  Past and present, prophets are called to speak God’s 

TRUTH to whomever God sends them to… and speaking that TRUTH is rarely popular / well-received!   

 

Today’s gospel reading tells us the story of John the Baptist and Herod Antipas… more specifically, the 

events that led up to John’s untimely (and grisly) death.  It is a biblical flashback brought to the forefront 

because of Jesus’ growing popularity – the spreading news of Jesus’ power over demons and disease… over 

even the forces of nature.  

People were speculating / wondering who this young new “prophet” could be.  Some thought he was Elijah or 

one of the prophets of old – returned.  But not Herod.  He was convinced that Jesus was John the Baptist – 

come back from the dead.  That’s why he flashes back to what happened earlier in the story… causing us to 

flashback too—to remember what we know about John the Baptist… about his life / ministry (including his 

death by beheading).   

As Mark’s gospel opens, we are told that people from all over “the whole Judean countryside” and “all the 

people of Jerusalem” were going out to the wilderness to see the strange prophet who wore camel-hair and ate 

locusts and honey.  For some reason, people were drawn to John the Baptist… and his message.  Sure, for 

some, it was probably because of his unconventional dress and ways; but for others, it had to have been 

because of the TRUTH of his words… a TRUTH that led them to repent and change their ways… making the 

way for Jesus and his word of TRUTH.   

Like the prophets who came before him, John was a TRUTH-teller.  He didn’t mince words… he “gave it to 

them straight.”  His whole life and ministry was devoted to speaking God’s TRUTH to the people and calling 
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them to repentance… and his TRUTH-ful candor cut through to the peoples’ hearts – to the lies / excuses 

behind their “self-constructed truths” that, like cancer, were slowly destroying them (from the inside out)…   

John said what others were afraid to say.  He was uncompromising in speaking the word of TRUTH that God 

had given him to speak—no matter who he was speaking to.  According to Mark, ‘John had been telling 

Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife”’ (Mark 6:18).   

It was no secret.  Everyone knew that Herod was “in the wrong”—that his marriage to Herodias (his own 

brother Philip’s wife) was both immoral and illegal.  Everyone knew it; but only John spoke the TRUTH 

about it… called Herod to account… and that’s what got him in trouble.   

In this biblical flashback, Herod recalls how he had accommodated Herodias’ grudge against John by arresting 

him.  Herod’s new wife did NOT appreciate John’s TRUTH-telling.  She wanted him killed… silenced, once 

and for all!  But Herod had not wanted to kill John.  He feared John, “knowing that he was a righteous and 

holy man.”  Even more, he liked to listen to John—even if he was “greatly perplexed” by what he heard. 

Herod had not wanted to kill John; in fact, he had protected him.  But then he found himself in a tight spot.  

Without really thinking / considering the ramifications (or consequences), Herod made a brash, outlandish 

promise / an oath to his daughter: “I will give you anything… anything you ask… as much as half my 

kingdom!” he promised.   

He soon wished he could take it all back; but he couldn’t—his birthday guests had heard it!  He cared more 

about what people would think of him than about doing the right thing.  So although he was “deeply grieved,” 

he conceded… and ordered John beheaded (as his daughter and wife requested…) 

 

Do you remember Jesus’ “Parable of the Sower”?—where some of the seed of God’s Word fell on good soil 

(and produced a great yield)… but some seed fell on the path (and the birds came and ate it)… other seed fell 

on rocky ground (because it didn’t have much soil, it quickly wilted away in the heat of the sun)… and some 

fell among thorns (where “the cares of the world, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things came and 

choked the word”)…   

Some biblical scholars have cited Herod is an example of what Jesus meant by “seed that is sown among the 

thorns.”  Herod “heard the word gladly”—he liked to listen to John…on some level, he, perhaps even, 

resonated with the TRUTH that John preached without compromise.  The seed had been sown…   

But then, when his daughter made her request (thanks to her mom), Herod sold out—he had no choice (or so 

he told himself)… given his position as tetrarch / ruler… and the situation he found himself in (a situation he 

had put himself in—he had made an oath!).  He couldn’t afford to “lose face” in front of his guests… and so it 

was that “the cares of the world choked out the word” that he had heard…  

Maybe you’ve found yourself in a similar situation.  It is only human to care about what others think of us… 

to want to please / gain (and keep) the respect of those around us.   

We don’t need to be Herod—or to be in his position—to understand what Herod was going through as his 

birthday celebration took this unexpected / awful turn.  We probably have not had someone put to death in 

order to preserve our reputation / our position in the community / our so-called “integrity”… but we all know 

how easy it is to turn our backs on what we know is TRUE / right / good (as Christians)… to “save ourselves” 

/ “get out of a tight spot.”   



 
 

3 
 

Too often we sit silently on the sidelines and allow the wrongs of the world to unfold because we’re too afraid 

to get involved / speak out.  We’re afraid we might offend someone.  We’re afraid of what people will think… 

or what we’ll lose in the process…  

What are the worldly cares that can choke out the word of God’s TRUTH in and among us today?   

Our daily lives are filled with personal / spiritual dilemmas… challenging circumstances / situations… that we 

have to try to negotiate and navigate our way through as Christians.   

How are we supposed to live / act / speak (as Christians) as life pulls and pushes us this way and that?   

To which kingdom—the kingdom of God or the kingdom of this world—do we give ultimate allegiance?   

 

Herod’s story reminds us that “gladly hearing” God’s Word of TRUTH… and having our lives changed / 

transformed by that Word are not the same thing.   

Being a Christian is more than knowing about Jesus… more than admiring Jesus—who he is / what he did.   

- It is about coming to know God as God is revealed in Jesus / being known by God.  

- It is about developing and nurturing a relationship with God through Jesus.   

- It is about being changed from the inside out / transformed by the word of TRUTH that we hear 

spoken to us in love… even when we don’t like it.   

- It is about speaking that TRUTH to others… even when they don’t like it.   

During this long season of Pentecost, we are encouraged to reflect on the gift of the Holy Spirit in our lives… 

and the challenge (and gift) of our calling—to be Jesus’ disciples in the world… to live and teach and 

proclaim God’s TRUTH—the TRUTH of the gospel.   

This isn’t the calling of just a few… of “the specially trained”—but of ALL of us.  In the waters of baptism, 

we have ALL been claimed as children of God… ALL been called and commissioned to be workers in God’s 

kingdom.  Like the Christians in Ephesus, we have ALL “heard the word of TRUTH, the gospel of our 

salvation…” and we have ALL been “marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit…”  

In John’s gospel, the Holy Spirit is referred to as the Spirit of TRUTH.  It is the Spirit who opens our hearts 

(and minds) to hear the word of TRUTH when it is spoken to us in love.  It is the Spirit who reminds us of 

the TRUTH of Jesus’ teachings… who helps us to live that TRUTH.  It is the Spirit who empowers us to 

speak God’s TRUTH to each other… and to the world around us.   

 

Dear friends, like Amos and the prophets of old… like John the Baptist and Jesus our Lord… we are called to 

be TRUTH-tellers… to speak God’s TRUTH in love… to confront / expose the “lies” of this world that 

entangle us and threaten to undo us.   

Let us be people who call each other to live lives in accordance with God’s plumbline of TRUTH and justice 

and love…  

Let us be people who live by… stand by… and speak the TRUTH and hope of the gospel of Jesus Christ…  

Let us be prophetic voices of this TRUTH… in and for a world consumed by lies that lead to division, hatred 

and despair… that God’s love and justice and peace might flow through us… and change the world…  


