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Worship Times  
Sunday 8:30 AM Traditional 

Sunday 10:30 AM Contemporary 
Wednesday 7:00 PM Contemporary 

 

Coffee Fellowship 
Sunday 9:30 AM 

Christian Education  
(Sept-May) 

Sunday 9:30 AM 
Wednesday 6:00 PM 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 

9 AM to noon 
1 PM to 4 PM 

Friday 
9 AM to noon 

 

This newsletter is a monthly  
publication of  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 

Office phone number 

608-356-3230 

Pastor Karen’s Cell Phone 

608-434-3397 

Pastor Karen’s Email 
pastor@stpaulslutheranchurch.us 

 

Email     
stpauls@stpaulslutheranchurch.us 

Web Site      

www.stpaulsbaraboo.org 

Facebook 

http://fb.me/stpaulsbaraboo.org 

 December 2019                                       St. Paul’s Lutheran 

                A Super Christmas 

HEROS welcome!!! This year's Christmas program 
will be brought to you by your very own super hero's  

Superman, Spiderman, Hulk, Batman, and                
Cat Woman!  Special appearances by Mary, Joseph, 

and the shepherds. There will be music, stories,      
learning, and of course celebration! This is a once in a 

lifetime opportunity!  

For one day only...Sunday, December 15 at 9:00.      
Be there! 

Worship Schedule 

                     Tuesday, December 24   Christmas Eve 

                    4:00 PM  Family Christmas Eve Worship 

                    6:00 PM  Traditional Candlelight Worship 

                   11:00 PM  Traditional Candlelight Worship 
 

                 Wednesday, December 25 Christmas Day 

                        9:00 AM  Christmas Day Worship 

                                               No Wednesday Evening Worship on 

                           December 25 or January 1                
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At Christmas, God slipped into the world through 
the back door… into the darkness of a world in 
need… with only the light of a star; silently, in the 
cry of a baby… through a humble un-wed teenage 
mother.  For most people, it went unnoticed.     
Nothing special.  Just another night.  Another poor 
couple struggling to find a place to rest.  Some who 
saw the star might have wondered a bit—was    
something happening?!   

What a surprise, when that event which God had so 
carefully planned for so very long a time became the 
greatest story ever told.  God became one of us.  God 
came to live with us.  And then on Good Friday and 
Easter, God did for us what we could never do for 
ourselves – God saved us!   

Through the Christ child, God’s grace falls upon 
us… forgiveness washes over us… hope and new 
life grows within us.  Through him, we meet and  
experience EMMANUEL, “God with us.”  His name 
is JESUS, which means “God saves.”  He is the 
LIGHT that “shines in the darkness, and the      
darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5).    

While Advent is a season of HOPE and Christmas is 
a season of JOY, not everyone feels hopeful or filled 
with joy.  Grief, illness, depression, aging, and 
loss—these are all magnified, it seems, during this 
season.   

“Longest Night: A Service of LIGHT and HOPE 
in a Season of Darkness” – [Wed., Dec. 18th @ 
7pm] – is a special service designed to provide a 
time and place of prayer and solace during the often 
frenetic days leading up to the celebration of   
Christmas.  We gather together seeking healing and 
room to share our grief, sadness, loneliness, or    
confusion when these emotions often feel out of 
place during the holidays.   

In the Northern Hemisphere, December 21st is the 
longest night, the winter solstice.  If marks the  
shortest day of the year, the official start of winter.  
Tradition says that nature and all her creatures stop 
and hold their breath to see if the sun will turn back 
from its wanderings, if the days will lengthen and 
the earth will once again feel the sun’s warmth.   

At this “darkest” time of year, we turn to God… 
yearning for the return of LIGHT and HOPE.   

Peace, Pastor Karen 

 
What are GMOs? 
GMO, a genetically modified organism is one whose 
genetic material has been altered, often by combining 
it with DNA from another organism.  In agriculture, 
it is frequently used to create crops tolerant to     
herbicides, such as glyphosate, the chemical in 
Roundup.  Most corn, canola, and soybeans 
(including those used in the impossible Burger) 
grown in the U.S.  are genetically engineered to   
withstand doses of that or other herbicides. Since 
GMO crops were first marketed in the 1990's, the use 
of toxic pesticides has increased sharply.  That has 
fueled the emergence of  super weeds,  resistant to 
the chemicals requiring farmers to use even  stronger 
doses that possibly pose risks to human health and 
the environment. 
Whether consuming GMO ingredients in foods     
posses direct risks to people who eat them is still  
unclear, though no big red flags have been raised.  
Thus said, there are still concerns because GMO's 
have not been around long enough for us to know 
their long term health risks or environmental impact.  
If you want to avoid GMOs, choose organic or look 
for the Non-GMO Project Verified food   label. 
Article from Consumer Report. 
Take good care of your body. It's the only place you 
have to live. 

Yvonne    

Parish Nurse Notes 

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS 
I just returned from a Medicare Review and I 
learned a lot as well as saved a lot.  One was how to 
save money and get the right coverage for me. 
I also learned that all who have Medicare Part D, the 
prescription drug plan, should request a review 
EVERY year as coverage changes   frequently.  I 
want to encourage all to see a Medicare Specialist 
ASAP and begin to possibly save money.  The visits 
are free.  If you are interested, I can refer you to one 
here in Baraboo.   
 
Health is a trust from God. 
Yvonne   (256-7333) 
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Council Summaries 

NEXT MEETING 

Dec 9, 2019@ 12:30 

This month Book Club will be discussing The 
Voice of the Turtle by Mary Ulrich.  The soldiers 
left some time ago, abandoning the fort not too far 
from the river.  But when Esther and Edmund   
Allan arrived by raft on the Fox in 1850, they    
discovered a place soon to be called Portage City, 
which was springing up between two  rivers.  They 
were farmers seeking a new life, far from what 
they had left back East. And their river boat pilot 
was about to drop them at a place they would help 
carve out as early settlers.  They experienced the 
harsh winters of Wisconsin - barely making it 
through their first and the toughness of the river 
and the people who lived along it.  When Mary 
Ulrich started crafting the characters for her new 
novel "The Voice of the Turtle," she chose to   
capture the beginnings of the area she grew up in.  
The novel is historical fiction, but shows what it 
may have been like to be one of the first settlers 
near Portage in the 19th century, which was on the 
verge of forming into a bustling city with a new 
canal.                                                                       
All are welcome – Come join us!                         
Questions? Call Pat Ruppin    448-2734       

My idea of Christmas, whether old-fashioned 
or modern, is very simple: loving others. Come 
to think of it, why do we have to wait for 
Christmas to do that?” Christmas is just 
around the corner!  The Library tries to        
provide materials that would be helpful to you 
in preparing your hearts for this season.  Please 
stop at the various display areas to look at the 
videos, books and devotional items.  This is an        
especially exciting time for children and some 
quiet time reading the story of Jesus birth may 
help all to remember the “reason for the      
season”. 

Also note the table with some Christmas books 
that are free for the taking. 

Your Library Staff:                                               
Pat Ruppin and Karen Gjersvig 

November 18th, 2019 

Financial Update – October expenses are $5,177 greater 
than income. Giving was $20,151 and expenses were 
$25,328.  

The budget for 2019 requires weekly contributions of 
$6,002.23 – the actual weekly income to date is 
$5,004.87.   

A comparison through October:                                     
                                               2018             2019      
Income                                200,640          215,210                                              
Income w/LSS          220,490        236,100                      
Expenses          221,330          239,699                               
Debt reduction            18,962            20,272      
Accounts Payable  2,099            439.83     
Balance on Hand             (9,326.65)         7,140.81   
Mortgage          178,671        136,786                             
Inc. vs. Expenses                     (840)           (3,589)
Checkbooks                       40,055          71,293      
Net Cash                (11,426.04)            6,701                         
                

Ministry Area / Committee Annual Reports: All    
committees and ministry areas need to complete their 
2019 annual reports and submit to the office by              
December 16th. This date is critical for printing of the   
Annual    Meeting booklet.  

2020 Budget – Council / Finance received Property, 
Stewardship, Worship & Music, Fellowship and Youth 
2020 budget. Budgets due end of November. 
 

Church Directory – Directories have been received and 
will be handed out after services. Please contact a      
council member if you have not received your directory.  
 

Council Positions – We have five (5) positions that will 
be open for election in 2020. Please  contact a council  
representative to discuss your interest or to review the  
responsibilities of a council member. 
 

The next council meeting is scheduled for December    
16th, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

More complete council information can be located on the 
bulletin board. Current financial and committee reports 

and approved minutes from the previous month are     
posted on this bulletin board as well.   

BOOK CLUB 

LIBRARY NEWS 
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 Christian Education News    
This logo represents Christians of mature faith holding the cross, inspiring the growth of others, while 

creating a shell of love and guidance.  

Confirmation (6th – 8th Graders) 

“New Testament”  

**Dec.  4 & 11  Tone Chimes and Band            
               Practice @ 5pm 

December   4   Christmas Program Prep               
     11   Christmas Program Dress         
            Rehearsal                                     
     18   **  Christmas Party                    
     25   Christmas Day-No Class            

January          1   New Year’s Day-No Class             
                        8    John                                
    15   Acts                               
    22   Paul                                                                
    29   Paul’s Theology  

CONFIRMATION  NEWS 

                    

          December 16,  2019 

       SPLASH  DECEMBER CALENDAR 

December      4    Splash Meeting 

                    18     Splash  Xmas Party                      

                     22    Fellowship 

                     29    Fellowship 

                     29    Splash Movie  4:00pm –7pm 

                                       
                              Peace out,  

Yvonne, Chris and Teri 

We could use your help! 

Baraboo High School has opened a free food and     
hygiene pantry for all it’s students.  This new           
program offers Baraboo High School students             

anonymous access to food and personal care items 
for themselves and their family members. 

  We are collecting donations to help fill the pantry 
shelves.  There will be a collection box at church    

where you can drop off items from the list.  You can 
also make a monetary donation that can be left in the 
church office.  If you choose to write a check please 
make it out to Baraboo High School and write Food 

Pantry on the memo line. 

 

 

 

        YOUTH EDUCATION 

Important  Dates! 
3 

Dec. 4th, Wednesday—Rehearsal at 6pm. 

Dec. 8th,  Sunday-Rehearsal at 9:30AM 

Dec. 11th, Wednesday –Mandatory Dress            
Rehearsal, dinner will be provided starting at 5.  
Children will begin rehearsal at 5:45. 

Dec. 15, Sunday-Christmas Program at 9am.  
Please be in the basement of the Church by 8:15 so 
we can get costumes ready, practice our songs and 
lines on  last time. 
 

Thank you so much and have a very Thanksgiving. 

Colette, Carol, and Katie             

     THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

Because of the amazing generosity of this           
congregation, this is what we have been able to do. 

$700 was sent to Lutheran Disaster Response to aid 
those affected by hurricanes in this country.  
 

$595 was given to the Baraboo Food Pantry to   
purchase turkeys for the Community Thanksgiving 
Food Drive.  
 

26 boxes of food were delivered to the First      
United Methodist Church to be distributed to     
families in need through the Community      
Thanksgiving Food Drive.   

Social Ministry 
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December  1   Matthew 24:36-44 
December  8   Matthew     3:1-12 
December 15  Matthew 11 2:2-11 
December 22  Matthew   1:18-25 
December 29  Matthew    2:13-23 

December Scripture Readings 

American Red Cross 
Blood Drive 

Baraboo Community 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

727 8th Street 
Friday, December 20, 2019 

11:00 AM to 5:00 PM       

Appointments preferred   

Walk-ins welcome 

                 Diners Club  
          When: December 12 2019 at 5:30 PM  

                  Where: Uno’s Pizzeria 

         1000 Wi Dells Parkway Lake Delton 

    RSVP by Dec. 9 Any Questions Contact  

           Alice Woodward @ 608- 393-3685  

Calling all Stampers! Do you like to make cards or 
paper projects? Starting the third Sunday in             
January we will have a monthly Stamp Camp 
from 1:00-3:00 pm. We will make 2 cards and a 
paper project for $10.00  Join us for some    
stamping fun, fellowship, and creativity! Contact 
Kariann Bauman Bailey for more information.  
Kariann.baumanbailey@gmail.com 
608-609-6981 

                        Stampers Club 

NOTES FROM YOUR STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our activities     
throughout the year.  Please remember, December 8th and 11th we 
will be collecting your pledge cards during the church services.  If 
you are not able to return them on those dates, please return them to 
the church office during office hours or place them in the offering 
plate.  Any and all of your contributions are appreciated and put to 
good use supporting all of the works of St Paul’s, internally, locally 
and throughout the world. 

Your Stewardship committee Alice, Harry, Kelly 

                  Mark Your Calendars 

Annual Meeting Sunday January 26, 2020 

 Election of Council Members     

 Voting to approve required changes to our        
Constitution from the 2016-2019 Churchwide     
Assembly Approved Model Constitution for         
Congregations. 

 Voting to approve Congregational Gift Policy and 
mission Endowment By-laws 

Endowment Committee 

The Endowment Committee has been working very 
hard over the last couple months to get a proposal 
ready for our annual meeting in January. We have 
invited Cynthia Halverson from ELCA Foundation 
to provide information and answer questions on our 
Endowment Fund to members prior to our annual 
meeting. Informational meeting will be held on   
Sunday,  December 8th between  services from 
9:40am-10:20am. Please plan to attend as this will 
be voted on in January.  

Thank you from Endowment Committee  

Bonnie Sauey Dave Holm  

Terry Kramer Nicole Knuth  

Duane Steiner  

mailto:Kariann.baumanbailey@gmail.com
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Web site: www.stpaulsbaraboo.org  Email: stpauls@stpaulslutheranchurch.us  Phone: 608-356-3230 

 Cheryl Warming  President 219-4094

  Community & World Outreach 

           Mutual Ministry 

              Stewardship of Resources 

           Sabbatical Planning 

Worship 

Worship and Music  

 

Dave Berahn,  V. President 434-4393 

  Stewardship of Resources 

  Endowment/Memorial, Personnel, 

                Sabbatical Planning 

 

Steve Schick, Secretary          434-4311 

  Stewardship of Resources 

           Property, Endowment/Memorial  

 
 

Joe Houzner                            697-3826 

       Community & World Outreach 

          Fellowship 

Karen Hinze           963-2120 

  Community & World Outreach 

 Social Ministry, Evangelism 

 
 

Becky Brenson                        355-9953 

  Faith Formation/Growth & Education  

            Adult and Youth Education                 

         Community & World Outreach 

Faith Community Health Care                                              
 

Karen Schubring             356-8602                                        

          Community and World Outreach  

                                              Fellowship 
 

Kelly Rodenschmit           963-4154 

   Stewardship of Resources 

      Finance, Stewardship, 

                     Sabbatical Planning   

       Community & World Outreach 

                                        Fellowship 

Pam Gjersvig                       355-2316          

 Stewardship of Resources 

                   Personnel 
 

 

 

Nicole Knuth                            393-7315 

        Stewardship Of Resources 

               Property, Endowment/Memorial 

     Community World Outreach 

                Evangelism 
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St. Paul’s Staff 

Pastor         Karen M. Hofstad 

Treasurer             Sam Howard 
Financial Secretary   Kelly Rodenschmit 

Organist/Keyboard       Susan Lappin 

Adult Choir Director  Gerald Stich 

Youth Education         Colette Balfanz 

                                Carol Hartman                              

SPLASH                     Teri Fichter 

Parish Nurse                 Yvonne Smith 

Admin. Assistant              Alice Woodward 

 

Council Email:  

council@stpaulslutheranchurch.us 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook: 

http://fb.mestpaulsbaraboo.org 

December  2019 

Alice Woodward,              393-3685 

   Stewardship of Resources  

   Stewardship 

Community and World Outreach 

                                Social Ministry 

Faith Formation/Growth & Education  

        Adult and Youth Education                


