
Mark 2:1-12 

When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he 
was at home. 2So many gathered around that there was no longer room for 
them, not even in front of the door; and he was speaking the word to them. 
3Then some people came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four 
of them. 4And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the 
crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, 
they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. 5When Jesus saw their 
faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’ 6Now some of 
the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7‘Why does this 
fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?’ 8At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing 
these questions among themselves; and he said to them, ‘Why do you 
raise such questions in your hearts? 9Which is easier, to say to the 
paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven”, or to say, “Stand up and take your mat 
and walk”? 10But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority 
on earth to forgive sins’—he said to the paralytic— 11‘I say to you, stand up, 
take your mat and go to your home.’ 12And he stood up, and immediately 
took the mat and went out before all of them; so that they were all amazed 
and glorified God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this!’  1

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable to you, O Lord. Amen. 
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We celebrate when a community rallies to help a neighbor in need. We all can relate to 

stories in our own communities like the one from Tipton, Indiana.  

Recently, community members from Tipton, Indiana, came together for a “neighbor” in 

his time of need. Robert Peters is a local pizza delivery person who has worked at the 

same Pizza Hut for the past 31 years. A frequent, lifelong customer heard that Robert’s 

28-year old Oldsmobile was in desperate need of repair. Responding to that need, the 

customer rallied the community behind the scenes to raise $12,000 to purchase a new 

vehicle. Within days, the community raised nearly $19,000 to cover the cost of a 2017 

red Chevy Malibu, tax and registration, insurance, plus a $500 gift card, and an 

additional tip on top of all of that.  

Neighborly love has the power to change a life. The gift of a new vehicle altered the 

conditions of Robert’s life and work. Even as we live in times of deep political and social 

rifts, fear and anxiety over our futures, concern for our neighbor remains integral to our 

human existence and brings hope to our weary souls.  

Preaching for mid-week worship during Lent this year reflects on what it means to be 

“created for community” using stories from the Gospel of Mark. This week’s sermon 

focus is, “In community with our neighbor:  A community comes together to bring a 

neighbor to Jesus.”   

Mark’s story illustrates love of neighbor in action in the context of community. Members 

of the paralytic’s community rally together in order to help him in his need. Let’s go a bit 

deeper into the story.  

The beginning scene in Mark 2 has a crowd gathered around Jesus. By this point in 

Mark’s Gospel, Jesus "cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out 

many demons…he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their 

synagogues, (Mk 1:34; 39), i.e., “the time is fulfilled, and kingdom of God has come 

near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
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Stories of healing and casting out demons were a major source of fame attracting 

crowds to Jesus, (including critics of Jesus’ actions). From the crowd emerges a group 

of four people carrying a paralyzed man. However, they cannot reach Jesus because of 

the impenetrable layers of shoulder-to-shoulder bodies between them and the house’s 

interior where Jesus was teaching. I imagine frustration in part led to the radical act of 

tearing a hole through a roof of a home.  

Mark’s story of Jesus and the paralytic is not merely a story of healing, nor of friends 

working on behalf of someone in need, but what happens when Jesus’ actions alter the 

status of someone in the context of their community. This story belongs to a series of 

tense interactions between Jesus and experts on the law (Pharisees and scribes) 

around Jesus’ controversial actions deemed outside of the bounds of their interpretation 

of the law. The first of four stories, the healing of the paralytic, begins to demonstrate 

the implications of Jesus’s actions. That’s why, in my opinion, it would be a mistake to 

only focus our attention on the layer of the story in Mark that emphasizes loving our 

neighbor in need, and therefore, we should do likewise.  

Before Jesus heals the paralytic, he forgives him. Forgiving the paralytic was 

controversial since that kind of authority was reserved for God. According to ancient 

sources, healing in 1st century Judaism was not exclusive to Jesus. That would not 

have caused as much of a stir with the Pharisees and scribes as forgiving someone, as 

long as the healing did not take place during the Sabbath as it did when Jesus cured the 

man with a withered hand in Mark 3:1-6. In the case of healing the paralytic, Jesus 

forgives the man first, something according to the scribes and Pharisees’ interpretation 

of the law, is exclusive to God. 

The controversy is resolved for at least in this moment as Jesus continues, “But so that 

you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to 

the paralytic— “I say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home.” The man 

was healed, and people glorified God. 
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So, can this controversy over forgiveness inform our love of neighbor in the context of 

community?  

I believe so. The healing took place within the context of community, and the reality of 

the relational dynamic - with God and others. The healing the man experiences began 

with the love demonstrated by his neighbors who brought him to Jesus. They saw him 

as worthy of efforts that included the shrewd act of making a means through the roof to 

get their paralytic neighbor a front row seat with Jesus.  

From there, the man encounters Jesus’ love in the power of forgiveness. Professor 

Craig Koester, NT scholar from Luther Seminary, in a lecture on this passages says this, 

“When Jesus approaches the man, he doesn't simply see someone who is 

physically ill; he sees a person in relationship. And that's what forgiveness 

is, a means of healing that is relational, healing the person in relationship 

to God, and healing a person in relationship to others. Many in the man’s 

context may have seen him as a sinner, or assumed that he had done 

something wrong, he may have been subject to kind of suspicion: well, if 

you're suffering in this way you probably did something to deserve it, or if it 

wasn’t you, you perhaps it was your parents. There was a sense in which, 

if there's something wrong with you, it means there's probably a deeper 

reason why you're experiencing this. By forgiving the man’s sins, Jesus 

deals with the relational aspect of who the man is. That the man cannot be 

seen as sinner, the man should be seen as someone released for living a 

new life, relationally, in relation to God, and relationally to other people, 

and not simply as a man whose essential identity is as one who could not 

walk.” 
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“By speaking the word of forgiveness, Jesus positions the man, releases 

the man, from this sense in which it was something wrong that has bound 

him. He is repositioning the man socially, just as the physical healing 

repositions the man physically, giving him a new opportunity in life. As you 

think about how both forgiveness and healing, open up the future socially, 

and in relationship with God, and physically, think about how that is at the 

heart of Jesus’ ministry. Think about how attending to the physical 

wellbeing, the social wellbeing, the faith wellbeing of people, becomes 

characteristic of those who follow Jesus, as Jesus was empowered to do 

that in his ministry. Jesus defines the character of ministry more broadly.” 

In community, Christian identity finds itself in practices that are constitutive. 

Practicing neighborly love in this kind of humanizing action of forgiveness and 

healing is constitutive of Christian community.  In his book, The Innovative 

Church, Scott Cormode, writes, “There is no meaningful separation of the 

Christian faith and practices of the Christian faith.” This frame allows us to 

imagine how we enter into loving service of our neighbor: love that not only alters 

conditions but restores our humanness and personhood in God’s economy, in our 

communities. We were created for this kind of community with our neighbor. 

On some level, that’s what happened for Robert Peters in the tip of a lifetime: a 

new vehicle was itself an amazing gift, but priceless, was being seen, heard, and 

affirmed in his humanity and need. What both men experienced within the 

context of community was what you and I were created for: a community context, 

even its deep social and political rifts, past injustices calling for healing and 

reckoning, that calls us to a life where we experience the transformative love of 

God and sent back into that very community to carry others in their need, with the 

kind of dignity and respect showed by Jesus in our forgiveness and healing.  
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It’s tempting to only read this story as one who carried the friend, or one who 

raised the funds for someone in need of a vehicle, or one who packaged food at 

an event for those who hunger, etc. What you can find reassuring about this story 

is that when, not if, but when, you find yourself in need and carried by others, 

God will meet you in that time of need and affirm your personhood, your status in 

God’s kingdom as beloved. You are God’s beloved. May you experience God’s 

love for you with whatever ailment, challenge or brokenness you carry with you. 

Amen.  
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